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Conference, and inviting him to attend their dis-
cussions. This failed in its object, and on the i ith
March the Congress was held and proclaimed
Feisal King of Syria and Palestine, while a second
body, composed of Mesopotamian officers of Feisal's
army, proclaimed his brother Abdullah King of
Iraq.
This effort to stampede the Allied Powers was
probably inspired by the example of D'Annunzio
in Fiume, and was very naturally resented both by
the British and by the French. When the news
reached London the French Ambassador imme-
diately asked for an interview with Lord Curzon,
in order to concert a common policy between the
British and French Governments. There was to be
a meeting of the Conference of Ambassadors in
Lord Curzon's room that afternoon, and he said
that he would see the French Ambassador imme-
diately after it. I was in attendance at the
meeting, and when tea was brought in after the
discussion I reminded Lord Curzon of his promise.
" But I don't know what to say to him," he replied.
" Come out with me and let us discuss it quietly."
He led me into the tiny cloak-room next door to his
room and we started an animated discussion among
the hats and coats of the assembled diplomats. I
wanted repudiation of the Damascus proceedings to
be coupled with some kind of encouraging message,
but Lord Curzon did not agree, and we were still
arguing when one of the secretaries put his head in
and tried to say something. Lord Curzon was very
much annoyed at the interruption, but when he
found that his choice of a meeting-place was pre-
venting the members of the Conference from getting
their hats he sailed down the corridor into his